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Luke 15 Prodigal

Third Sunday after Trinity

Luke 15:1-10
It is frustrating to lose something and not be able to find it!  This seems to happen to me more often than not!  I try to put things in the same place – billfold and keys on the bed room dresser, shoes underneath the dresser and now I have to keep track of a cell phone.  Things get lost and sometimes hard to find!  I put them down in a hurry and do not remember where they are put.
My Mother used to say to me, “Denny, you would lose your head if it were not fastened on.”

There are those through the years of my ministry that have lost more than bill folds, purses and what not.  They have lost their eternal souls.  Way back I can remember people who were not saved and on their way to hell!  And there was – so it seemed then and now to me – no interest in eternal matters.  “I will take my chances” – or “I am not a bad person.”
There have been those who have responded to the call of Christ for salvation.  This keeps me going.

I am not a Pastor just to preach and teach the Bible – this too – but my main objective through the years has been to call people to repent of sin and be turned by the power of the Lord and be saved and to grow in their relation to the Lord.

In this passage Jesus continues the thoughts on the great banquet in Heaven – the thoughts Jesus had on entering the Kingdom of Heaven.  Luke begins in verse 1 of Chapter 15: Jesus talks about the lost sheep, the lost silver coin and the lost prodigal son.
Luke 15:1 (NIV) 
Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. 
These people were there to listen and had open hearts and minds – contrary to the Pharisees and the scribes:

Luke 15:2 (NIV) 
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, "This man welcomes sinners and eats with them." 

Luke 15:3 (NIV) 
Then Jesus told them this parable:
Luke 15:3-7 (NIV) 
3.  Then Jesus told them this parable: 
4 Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 
5And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 
6and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.' 
7I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 
Lost is the best way to describe a person’s spiritual condition without Jesus.  Those who are lost have no ability to be found.  It is the work of the Lord to find them.  The Lord searches for people, finds them and rescues them – forgiving them and setting them on the pathway that the Lord wants for them.


Luke 15:8-10 (NIV) 
8"Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 
9And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.' 
10In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents." 
The woman searches diligently for the lost coin.  This part of the parable points to the finding of a lost sinner, bringing that sinner to repentance and the fact that there is rejoicing in Heaven over this.
When people get converted to faith in Jesus there is rejoicing by the angels in Heaven.  In a certain sense, angels do know what is happening here on earth.  This is especially so when someone is saved and born again.  The angel’s song is one of praise and thanksgiving.  

Scripture teaches us that the angels will never know the feeling of being converted and saved.  The Bible tells us that angels long to look into this matter.  Heavenly hosts do rejoice when someone becomes a child of God.  Let’s work to make certain the angels keep on singing those songs praise!

We who are saved know the feeling –feelings – we have – the joy, the contentment, the peace.

John 14:27 (NIV) 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

Matthew 11:28-29 (NIV) 
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
The Bible also teaches us that the preaching of the cross is offensive to the world.  This was seen by the Apostles.  Peter and John were criticized when they preached the truth.  Peter and John were also commanded by civil authorities not to preach in the Name of Jesus!  

Their response was – “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”  They also said – “Judge for yourselves whether it is right in God’s sight to obey you rather than God for we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”  Acts 4:12 and Acts4:19 and 20.

When the prodigal son came back to his Father, and the Father received him back into his home, the elder son was offended.  The prodigal son had been converted back to his father.  He reasoned there in the pig pen that his father’s servants were treated better and began to long for even being a servant in his father’s home.  When he came back, the elder brother had a real fit of anger.  

Those who oppose the use of the Name of Jesus believe that calling Jesus God, Redeemer or Savior is exclusive.  They would believe, I feel, that all roads to lead to Heaven!  We are all going to the same place despite our belief.  

We see the Father waiting patiently for his son to decide.  Like the lost coin or sheep, searching and looking waiting for him to come back home.  The Father would often look over the horizon to see if his son was coming back home.  He went out to search for His son – checked His friend’s homes and places where the son could spend money – the places where the boy could find booze.
When the Son came back, the son was repentant.  The Father ran to meet him.  There were no conditions to meet.  The Father did not bawl his son out, He did not say, “I told you so.”  He dressed him with great clothing, put a ring on his finger, shoes on his feet.  “For this SON OF MINE was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”  So they began to celebrate.

When we come to the Lord, I see here that the Lord does not want a complete, detail by detail account of every sin – He already knows all the detail – what the Lord sees in a person is the heart of that person.

The Father welcomed his son back into the family.  The son did not become a bondservant, he was not hired to work for pay, and he became one who had inherited the estate.  He got back his high standing as a member of the family.

The Father was so happy and delighted to see His Son return home to the family – after all the Father had been searching and looking for the Son – that the Father did acted without getting a full confession – The Lord’s heart is so full of joy when we come to Him, He does not want a detailed confession – as some prescribe: 

He got the “best robe” for His Son – an example is seen with Joshua in Zechariah 3:4-5:

Zechariah 3:4-5 (NIV) 
4 he angel said to those who were standing before him, "Take off his filthy clothes." Then he said to Joshua, "See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put rich garments on you." 
5Then I said, "Put a clean turban on his head." So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him, while the angel of the LORD stood by. 

The robe is the righteousness given to everyone who comes – the righteousness that Jesus provided on the Cross!
The Father put the ‘best robe” on His Son – points to the forgiveness of sin, points to the acceptance of the Father and points to the righteousness we receive from the Father – a robe of righteousness.

Isaiah 43:25 (NIV) 
"I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more. 

Understand this – The Father sees the true Christian as totally forgiven.
Then the Father gives the Son a ring – This gift of a ring seals the action of the Father to welcome His son to the family.  Like giving of rings at a wedding ceremony – it seals the action of becoming a family.
Genesis 41:42 (NIV) 
Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph's finger. He dressed him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck.
Then the Father gave His son shoes.  The boy was invited to go to work in the Father’s Kingdom!
These parables of the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost Son show are the best descriptions of God the Father every really seen in the Bible.  We can count on the Father to rescue us and all the lost.

When Jesus taught His disciples the Lord’s Prayer, He was telling them and us that we can call God Father as well.  

The Bible uses the words “Abba Father.”  Like calling the Father “Daddy.”  There is a special relationship between the repentant sinner and the Father.  
Others may claim to believe in God, but if there is no personal relationship their claim is to no avail.

Romans 8:15 (NIV) 
For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of son ship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father."

1 John 3:1 (NIV) 
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 

Now when you see someone somewhere anywhere do you wonder if they are lost?  Can you and I be a witness for the Lord, share a Bible verse or some thought to point them to Jesus?

This is what Jesus was doing here in Luke 14 and 15.

