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“Leave Judging to the Lord”

Luke 6:36-42

Our Lord Jesus Christ had a lot to say about how we are to live our daily lives.  The Apostles like Paul also have much to say about the way we conduct ourselves.  

Our relationships with people are important.  And in today’s gospel portion, the Lord gives us clear cut directions on how to cultivate solid relationships with others.  This applies to those who are born again Christians and those who are not born again Christians.  The directions apply to just ordinary Church Members and also for those who are Holy Spirit led.  Our conduct is to bring glory to the Lord.

The Bible teaches principles upon which we who claim to be His followers are commanded to follow.  That is right, commanded.  No choice in the matter.
 Sometimes can act as if we have a choice in the matters of daily living.  This is not so and will never be so. .Jesus rules for daily living.  
James tells us that our works will demonstrate our faith.  Now, to me, that thought is absolutely scary.  I feel inadequate to rest in this thought since I am so very prone to say and do things which I do not wish to do and I know that the Lord does not want me to do.  Are you not the same?  It is easy to follow the fleshly, old nature.  This is why Jesus gives direction here to our relationships with others.
Luther taught that good work are those works we do in the Name of Jesus!  Good works in Luther’s writings are works which give glory to the Lord Jesus Christ!  If you bring someone a glass of water in His Name, then in Luther’s thinking that is a good work and a witness of faith.  We can then shed a little light by quoting a verse from the Bible.  One that is meaningful to us.  
What Jesus taught here in Luke 6:36-42 was a lot different than the way the society of that day operated.  It is a lot different from the way society operates today.  Although it is clear that society has borrowed some of its thinking from the Bible.  Certainly this is seen in the equality movement of society.  In which we must love everyone and accept the sinful things they do!  We are to love the sinner and urge them to be changed by the power of the Lord.
Jesus principles – His commands - were and are a lot different than society then and society now..t.  There would be some who would listen to Jesus.  Yet, there would be those who would close their ears to what He had to teach.  It is the same today.  Some hear the preaching of the Word of God and others do not hear.  Sin blinds people from hearing the message.  Some sit in the pew and classify the message as the Pastors opinion.  Not a good thing to do.
 How can a person continue with those who do not put into practice what they hear from the Word of God?  I think we should because there is hope that someone will respond. And, it does happen that someone responds.  “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God!”  Amen.  Such gives encouragement and keeps a person sharing Jesus.  
Romans 1:14-18 (NIV) 
14 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. 
15 That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are at Rome. 
16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
17  For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith." 
18  The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 

Jesus taught at a number of different principles in today’s text:  
The first principle is the principle of love!  Jesus taught “love your enemies.”  Believers are to love even their enemies!  We are to respect and honor everyone.  Every human being is a special creation of the Lord.  Every human being has an undying soul which must be saved by Jesus.  Seems rudimentary does it not!  We ought to remember this kind of thing.  Yet, I think it is important to remind one another.

All need to be loved – Black, White, LBGT people, transgender, etc. Etc. need to be loved – loving them the way Jesus loves people without accepting their sinful behavior.  

This principle of love is copied by the equality movement – they blend it in with their teaching of accepting all as equal despite their sinful behavior.

Not that we are not equal but that we cannot accept sinful behavior of any kind.  And it is easy not to speak up.  We want to be popular and well liked!  Would this be something if Jesus did not face people with their sin?
Many there are many who get angry so very easily.  It seems the number is growing.  Some fellow became so angry he threw someone’s dog out into the street.  Airline personnel are concerned over passengers who get violently angry.  May be you know someone who is angry with you!  

The Bible does say be angry and sin not!  This is not the kind of anger we are talking about.  
Loving enemies is against human nature.  The human nature within us wants to strike back and to get even.  It wishes to inflict pain on the other person or persons.  Human nature treats people with coldness and distance.  

The biggest problem is the producing of bitterness!  Bitterness is what theologians call one of the 7 basic sins.  Bitterness blocks people from the kingdom of God.  This root of bitterness causes a huge rift between persons. Also, it produces a huge rift between the bitter person and the Lord...  Often time’s bitter people do not attend church.

This principle of love does not mean we Christians should accept wickedness in any shape, way or form.   There is a sense in which we are to leave certain judgments to our leaders.  This is true in society where we can leave the judgments of law offenders to our court system.

It is also true of the need to leave judgments of people to the leaders of the church.  Martin Luther in his Large Catechism taught that it was legal and right for people to talk about their concerns with fellow Christians and share with those in leadership.  He also says – and he gets my attention in this matter – that we ought not to talk about people whether our information is accurate or not – with anyone else except those who are in leadership.  This certainly would alginate the continual problem of gossiping and reaching the wrong conclusions on things.

Commandment 8! “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor:
“We should fear and love God so that we do not deceitfully belie, betray, backbite or slander our neighbor, but apologize for him, speak well of hi, and put the most charitable construction on all that he does.”
Perhaps, we have all seen situations in the church and elsewhere which are made worse because people do not refrain from talking or giving their opinion.  Trying to analyze the situation.  Such could make it worse.  
In quick summary on this point – the Bible teaches us to “Do good to them which hate you,” “Bless them that curse you,” “pray for them which despitefully use you.”  All of this helps us spiritually.  Such gives glory to the Lord.  
This kind of living will be a testimony for Christ.
These things cannot be accomplished except through the Spirit of God!  They cannot be accomplished by our will or by our determination.  It is only Jesus “in us” which will empower this kind of living. 

We do need to make our stand!  Abortion, homosexuality, ordination of women, Biblical inspiration, and evolution- can you name something?  

2.  Jesus also taught people how to use their personal property.  If someone has a need we are to see that this need is met. If someone does not have something and has a need for that something, we are to give that person from our own possessions.  Jesus allows no excuse for this.  It is virtually a command for us to share with others.  Our testimony for Christ is sharing with others.

A friend of mine gives to others and never makes arrangements for them pay it back.  He is a partner in Edward Jones Company.  One way a person could do this is to say it is a gift but if you can you are welcome to pay it back.  Some people in need can also be taught how to handle their money.  Perhaps, that is one of the best ways we can help someone. You know talking about money is not a sin!  Jesus did it! Loving money is the sin!

In the list of people we are to give a witness to in a non-judgmental way are: enemies, haters, cursers, borrowers, persecutors, thieves, despiteful people, and those who are selfish.  (Perhaps, we can each place ourselves in these groupings and have needs from time to time – do we wish to be judged by others because of our sins!)  

The church will have to take action against certain sins.  Sins which members or others commit which block the churches testimony.  Sometimes I do not feel we are tough enough.  Altho making a stand without love is hardly the way to do,
In other words, we need to watch ourselves.  We need to watch how we live.  God cares about the quality of our lives.  Can the blind lead the blind?  They will both fall into the ditch?  

Being a Christian does not mean that everything is in order.  We are blind to our own sins unless the Holy Spirit shows us. Here Jesus shows us how to be like Himself.  Our lives would be changed and made fit for a stronger testimony for Christ.  Jesus humbled Himself and denied Himself for the sake of the world and its needs. The Lord desires the same in our lives.  He deserves it and wants to produce humility in our lives!
Self-denial is for us to be like Jesus in these matters.  A student is not to be above His Master.  sIn   prIde
Gertrude Behanna whom I heard at the first youth convention in the LCA the author of the book, The Great Liz who had a movie made of her life after the same name – was led to Jesus by the Episcopal priest, Sam Shoemaker, accused the Christian Church of graduating to the Christian Sins – like judging, criticizing, gossiping, and other sins.  

She said some Christians were happy to smile to your face and stab you in the back at the same time.  This is hypocrisy. It is to live a double standard.  It is to have a plank or board in one’s own eye.  This is to say one believes one thing and then to do another.  This is at this point really not following Jesus.  He is not the Lord.  One would not grow into spiritual maturity in this way.  

3.  Luke 6:37-38 (NIV) 
"Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." 
There are those who use the words do not judge to say to others “don’t judge me – who are you to judge me and say I am wrong, that I am sinning – such talk is used so people can do things their own way – and to silence Christians – when those Christians seek to witness, when Christians seek to encourage people and to show them a better way – to follow the Lord and do things which He approves.  Jesus knows this as when He spoke the truth, people wanted to kill Him.
There is a principle here – one I have heard from not many a preacher or teacher: The principle is taught in the Lord’s Prayer –and Jesus us teaching it here in Luke 6:37-38:  and reflects on our ability to accept forgiveness from the Lord: If we forgive others – we can to the same measure receive forgiveness from the Lord.
If we cannot forgive others, hold grudges etc – then we will lack assurance of our salvation, and feel unforgiven.

Jesus of course spoke the truth in love and so did His disciples and all were hated and judged!

4.  We see the principle in Luke 11:4 which reads:

Luke 11:4 (NIV) 
Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

To the measure we forgive others – and I add forget – we have the ability to accept forgiveness from the Lord:
If there were a requirement for forgiveness – then when the Bible teaches us that all sin is forgiven – then there is a conflict in the Bible.  This cannot be – so the conclusion is that to the measure we forgive others – we can accept the forgiveness that the Lord gives to us.  If we have something we have not forgiven – we need to examine our thoughts on the matter.

If a person has an unforgiving heart, then this affects all relationships we have no matter who they are!  And we will continue to have problems with others.  And also our ability to accept forgiveness from the Lord.  
The one who is most important is the one who is filled with hypocrisy.  Unless the person confesses this sin and becomes humble before God, there is not much hope for growth.  One will not become like the Master.  Our goal is to have the same attitude as Jesus!  We cannot be like Jesus, really, can we?  We can share in His attitude.

Jesus experienced this!

Verse 42 –

In saying this parable, Jesus is not being judgmental. In fact, there may be a little loving laughter here.  Can one see a person who is walking around with a big log in their eye?  Jesus loved them into the kingdom did he not?

Our words expose what is in our hearts.  Our words expose our motives, our desires and our ambitions or our lack of initiative.  Our words expose our character, they expose what we think. Our words tell others what we are like.  Faith without works is dead.  Our words can be like missiles.  They can do much damage.

I know we are all sinners. Christians say and do some of the most sinful things.  We do go astray.  It is hard for the world to understand this.  So, we need to be on guard.  Our judgments are not accurate.  We need the wisdom of God in making decisions.

Also, we need always to be loving and forgiving of others.  Mercy comes before judgment.  If we are to sin, it would be best to sin on the side of the gospel and forgiveness rather than on the side of the law and condemnation.  May people by our good works see within us and understand there is something radically different about us.

Fellow Christians, we need to leave the criticisms and judgments with the Lord.  We are called to be witnesses and not judges.  Amen.

